Maternal reports of child health status and health conditions: the influence of self-reported maternal health status.
The aim of this study was to examine the influence of maternal health status (MHS) on the relationship between child health conditions and child health status (CHS). The study sample included 38 207 children aged 5 to 17 years in the 2001 to 2008 National Health Interview Surveys whose mothers were the survey respondent for the child and herself. Information was collected about CHS, MHS, diagnosed child health conditions, and sociodemographic characteristics. Responses to a question on general health status were used to rate CHS and MHS as "better" (excellent/very good health) or "worse" (good/fair/poor health). The percentage of children with worse CHS, adjusted for sociodemographic characteristics, was estimated using logistic regression. Adjusting for child and family sociodemographic characteristics had a negligible effect on the association between CHS and a 4-level variable that classified children by both MHS and child health conditions. The adjusted percentage of children with worse CHS was higher among children whose mothers had worse MHS compared with children whose mothers had better MHS. Moreover, among children whose mothers had worse MHS, there was a weak relationship between child health conditions and worse CHS. Among children whose mothers had better MHS, there was a strong relationship between child health conditions and worse CHS. Because mother-reported CHS is used widely in epidemiological studies as a measure of a child's actual state of health, it is important to consider how maternal characteristics may influence a mother's report of a child's status. In particular, CHS reported by mothers with worse health status merits further investigation.